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“These guys have the right spirit and the right detail. | flew in from Vegas just for this.” -

“This was great!” -

You WANTED the BEST...

...You GOT the BEST

Based out of New York City, the same city that brought the world KISS, KISSNATION has
been on the tribute scene for over a decade. Having worked officially with KISS on a
number of events, KISSNATION has been given the official seal of approval on recreating
the sound, look and feel of the Hottest Band in The World. KISSNATION is the perfect band
for fundraisers, promotions, film & TV extras, private parties and live concerts.

It’s our very own way of celebrating the band we love, and sharing and performing the
music with KISS fans all over,.. who like us,...

For Band Info & Bookings: www.kissnation.com
or email: kissnation2000@yahoo.com

f & L

facebook.com/kissnationnyc  twitter.com/kissnationnyc = myspace.com/kissnation
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Thank you for your interest in KISSNATION; NYC'’s Tribute To KISS

KISSNATION is one of the world’s most renowned KISS tribute bands. Born and bred on the same NYC
streets as KISS, KISSNATION has been on the tribute scene for over a decade and shares the same
fiery passion to put on the greatest Rock and Roll show possible. With LIVE concerts, interviews, private
parties, conventions and Official KISS related promotional events, this band has done it all. KISSNATION
is the perfect band for fundraisers, promotions, film & TV extras, private parties and live concerts.

We hope you will consider KISSNATION for your for a performance/appearance for your special event,
occasion, or venue.

Best regards,

KISSNATION
kissnation2000@yahoo.com
kissnation.com



Malce B i the Nireror
by Tara Shyrock

New Yok Cityv-based  inbuie,
Kissmation, has played throughout the
United States. When they played

I'he Whizkey on Sunset Sinp, they had
two guests wait-ing for them backstage
after their scheduled set: Gene and Paul
came oul of hiding to surprise the band
just in time for encores. Kissnation has

had a greal deal of success because of

their musical talent and their no-holds-
bamed approuch to their live shows
“When we started doing this, we asked
ourselves, "how ane we going Lo sepuanile
ourselves in a lund of clones, when we
are clones ourselves?" recalled
Kissnation lead guitanst Ruby Rinekso
They will pluy any song Iroam any e,
without letting the costumes determuine
the set list, Wearing mainly the
Drynasty/Unmasked costumes, they also
can perform weanng the costumes from
the Alve!, Love Gun, and Creatunes ol
the Night eras, "What people tend 1o
forged is that KISS has been amounmnd for
thiny years, plaving music throughou
the MTY glam "80s and the grunge
s, sad  Rinekso,
doesn’t lorget that, We play music Inim
the "Tis, "Sis, amnd s, makeop e or

"“Kiasnation

no-makeup en there are no rules,
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When it comes to tnbute bands, the
buming question is always “Why'"™
Why a inbute band, and not an onginal
band? Although soame people in inbute
bands also play in onginal bands,
it sallabout wanting w play the music
that masdle them pick up an instrumsent in
the fimst place. “Daoing a wibute thing
doesn’t necessarily  negate  the
passibility of doing something original,”
according to Rinekso, ““This is a ‘just for
tun’ thing, saluting our heroes.” Two
former members of Kissnation, Paulie Z.

andd Joey Cassata, went on o fonm 202,
who opened tor KISS and Poison on the
Rock the Nation Tour in 2004




WHISTLE STOP

Tribute band offers
Kiss of different eras

By GHRIS WELCH

Times Entertainment Writer
chrisw@htimes.com

Want to “rockd;n’ roll tz]] night
and party every with Kiss?

Well, the legenfda.ry rockers
won't make it Friday night, but
youll swear it’s the group
when you see the Kiss Nation
tribute band on stage at the
Whistle Stop Festival and BBQ
Cook-off.

“Kiss is the quintessential
rock band,” Carlos Espada, who
plays Simmons’ Kiss character,
said by phone. “They were four
guys like the Beatles who took it
a step further with the makeup
and &e big show.

“There may be guys who sing
better in other bands, but these
guys sing, play, dance and musi-
cally have it all. They've been sell-
ing albums for almost 30 years,”
he said.

Based out of New York City,
the same city that brought the
world the real Kiss, Kiss Nation
has been on the tribute scene for
nearly a decade with near-iden-
tical costumes, makeup and
sound. The band has worked
with the Kiss camp on many
projects, including Kiss toy lines
and promotions, the Kiss box
set, Simmons’ autobiography
and- Tongue magazine. The guys

have also worked closely with
Silvertone guitars in promoting
its Paul Stanley guitar line.

VH1 filmed a documentary
on the band entitled “Mock
Rock” in which the VH1 cameras
followed the band in and out of
the Kiss world, leading up to the
band playing a show for Gene
Simmeons, Paul Stanley, Tommy
Thayer and Doc McGhee.

“I've worked with Gene Sim-
mons on many occasions,” Espa-
da said. “We've helped with the
Kiss dolls, other Kiss products,
helped Gene promote his book
a.m? their box set. We're on good
terms with the band.

“VH1 shot the documentary
two years and we were the
only Kissribute band they used.
It was neat to have the real band
come to our show.”

Espada started the Kiss trib-
ute band in late 1996. But the
inspiration for the group came
decades earlier.

“When I was 4 years old I was
watching television and a com-
mercial came on for a Kiss
a]bm}alln,:g Esp(altda said. “They \\’EI'S
drooling and spitting blood an
fire and I thought they were live-
action superheroes. On my fifth
birthday, my brother bought me
‘Kiss Alive’ and it changed my
life around.”

Espada is joined in the band
by Benny Doro as the
Starchild, Gerard as the
Fox and Cat and Ruby
as Space Ace. Espada
says Kiss Nation is
much different from
the other 100-odd
Kiss tribute bands
around the coun-

try.
“We do a no-
holds barred show
ofhits from the 70s,
W '80s and '90s and also
use the Fox character,”
~ said Espada. Peter Criss,
.the Cat character, left
Kiss in 1980 and was
replaced by Eric Carr

. as the Fox.

- “We're basically
F the poor man’s Kiss
& show. Some people
can'taffordtogotoa
real Kiss show, so we
give them a Kiss
show and do every-
thing that goes on.”




LOCALAOISE KISSNATION

Lat'= faca it, though their legacy ivas on stamally eiched in tha
analt—metusa me—annals of mck history, e neal fving, (frajbrasth-
ing KESS are brying very hand to rain on thedr loyad [=gion's parade.
Becausa of & strengs twist of iroary, | think ifs time for the Army 1o
rewott (and jdging by rocent ticket sales, B alraady Seems many of
their scldiers have pona AWOL).

I s s this rorry rests in that it's thae anginal band shawing all
this gresed and lack of artestry oover bands are slammed for, and its
KISSNATION in this cass, that s daing it for fun and—get this—
with & st of ariginatity (thin're the only KISS tribite boasting the
Eric Carr Craafuves Of Tha Mghf show),

Say bot wecamnple, like, you can't aliand o fork over the $125.95 10
g0 5e4 tha real K155 34th (and this tima its F-FR-Fi-f-naazammu-
) Farewsd Tour, you can go soe the nest clesast thing, KISSHA-
TICH, for just & fraction of the price. Let's face I, the neal KISS ln
e real amymore. Ace Frehdey is not really slfve and maving. It's just
saphisticated bghting &nd pyro that madies him appear alve, Othar-
wisa, it’s Waskand At Ace’s, boys|

50 S yoursad thi epanshi sk ofintalty Farboding nothing but

shame &nd pity for what the rivages of age have stricken upen on -

thie oreca revencs beasts of rock, I¥'e more comvircing sseing vourg
atrys playing yours KISS, than the oid quys playing young KISS {and
there's el of lat mone money left 1o get ladad inthe process) Like
forinvstance, i this Saturday's (Dot 14) Aquariannight 2 The Stan-
Ty Coupin Lindin, 15 a tripy back b tha 708 with KISSHATION, Sack
Blabbath and Romes’s Debght (VH covers); while dewnstairs al
Trarnors s & Studko 54 dance party with prizes and

1t won't cost a c-note o erter!

| sl with FISSMATION s Aze recantly as ha awailad his ihevitabl
It to replace his deciased counteepart.

How do you reapond ta the criticksm that coventribute banda
are a scourge on sxisling original muskc scenes’?

Wi've never really faced & bad sensa of criticism, It's just kind of
hard baing a tribuba band. We're ned doing this for tha sake of getting
sigred, to get famous. W dohis basicaly o fun 9 tribube tha band
we v the most. And a lot of that cosis a pratty penny sometimes
Would you agree that thers are mors KISS tribute bands than

somsething about them tht
[Lest clicis with peopte. Wit been doing this for a while, and you'd
have to be biind not b see all these other bands deing exactly the
32 Shevws,
s 1t wivy youwenl an to re-creats the Creatures O The Night
era KIS5?

Esxactiy It starbed a3 a goal. Cuar drummer, who i much more ol a
fanof Erc Cam, came ot in full Enc Car regakia, 55 wir staried play-
ing S0ngs o that era and peopla (ust fipped. From then on we've
Teen doing shiws from Crealures OF The Nigit-ara K133, Sowe'va
been re-creating the slage setfrom that lour, The goum fiser 3.8 il
$uro basik (M shets pymo et o tha cannan—y know, i1 sily liva that,

bt peaple po nuts for fi becauss people just never see iL

Irs Bl vork adone | can cound theas 1S5 bards, and they all do
the same show. Wa just went to the Trenton KISS show yastenday.
Wit westes Fired 10 o an appeannce o a pra-show party aces the
streed from the arena. And people just lipped smpty becausaof what
wa da. Evarytre said the same thing: nobody does this! Mobody does
Erie Canr, why not? W could go out and do a Peler Criss show, but
why bother? Everyone aise doasit.

From what piaces do you guys gamar the best response?

Clubes tharl cater b us ane outsade of New York. New Jersay and
Long |sland are. Bigoer stages, better promation than New o We
ot & botler respansa nght fom thie gat-Ga, I Maw York we get the
hesiant, ‘aaah,we'venever deat with that before. .| don't know.. We
ity di the original aveds...

Do people respond 1o you llke you really are Ace and ask you
shit a4 H you wera him? Hew walnd ks that?

(laughes) Being called by tha characters’ names happans all the
tima, only becausa people just den't know our real names, yeah;
but there have boen times, perhaps due 10 the alcohal level of the
crowd, pecple get indo tha whola worship thing sometimes, The amount
of a-mail, its jlest—we get—we et realy weird masl. And patple
weill comenent, "You loak juest Tie Ao And 1 nespand joldngly, | don't
barcow haowwe b Rk ik, b the ugliast guy in B group? Or Eheyll say
"You play just like Acel"Well, | dan’t know how to taka that aither
Bacause he's 2 realy Soppy ultar player.

D you ever walch the real KISS and wonder, 'y'knew whal, i |
was up thare..’l can do Ace better than Aca I doing Aca.

Mot anly ma, but any oltver Ace tibute KISS quy could basically
blow Ace away raght now, We wera at tha show Last night sitting
right upe frond and we were just cringing atevery mistaka they made,
1w i, 'O ey G
What doas it take to bo the best tribate band cut there?

Everyona can say—and I've heard it bafore—we've been guilty
of it oursehves, saying the bastKISS kibute band ever! That's alifine
and oo, Thene ane a kot of bands that ars groat But they'ne all basi-
cally plaing the same thing; the same era. We take peide In knewing
that it may be debatable thatwara the bast, but we know thal we are
the most differeat, and we know we stand out the mast
O last question: Has any of K155's notorious temali fan bage
rubbed off on you guys after shows?

I've got to be horest with you, | guess it is just like the real KISS,
The mast athéntion from the females is defrataly directed to the Gene
and Pl gueys. Ace ard Enic...F'm tamous ke getting the drunk guys
mumiing. “You fuckin® fule Ace! You rock®’ Just becausa | dan't
have along tonguea, | can’t play Gene. Is vany funny theugh; e had
Sermeke frivnds el me they hane major crushes on the bass player,
and I'm Bk “you know what that guy locks like without madkeun

Calph KISSNATION'S Groatures O The Nipht show a! Tha Stan-
Ty Caip i Linden (908} 465-8925, on Salwelay, Oel. 14 and an Fi-
dlay, Oct. 20 i The YWreck Room in Walinglon (473) 4717903, Lik
i #f wiww KSEnE O Cont




Kiss: One of the most the-
atrical rock bands of all time,
as well as great songwriters.
Tons of devated Kiss lans seek
tribute bands 1o expenenca as
ciose 1o the real deal as possi-
ke Kiss Mation are a kiler Kiss
tribute act that will make you
"lorve it bowd|” | recently caught
them at the Wreck Room in
Wallinglon, .

The slage show is just as
irmportant as the musicwhen it
comes fo Kiss Nation, and these
quyys tore it up, They began the
show with a huge pyratechnic
blast from two flashpots. Each
member was wearing the plal-
form shoes, costume, and prop-
er face make-up of their respec-
live Kess character.

Chner of the most popular kiss
members is Geng Simmans,
Carlos does an excellent im-
pression of the Deman. During

by MEI-Har Piuuta

the performance he breathad
fire, spitup blood, and shot
flarmes from his bass, He sung
(Zene-style vocals and he even
pulied out the "axe bass™ for
"God Of Thunder,” He playsd
accurately, as heard in the
maving bass lines in songs ke
“Lowve Gun.” and "Detroit Rock
City”

The congeniality and skills
of Pavlie make him an excal-
lent Faul Stankey impearson-
ator. He teased tha crowd a ba
by throwing on a fire helmet
and asking the ¢rowd what
song they wanted to hear.
Ingtead of playing ‘Firehouse™
they wenl inlo “Heawven's On
Fire." Paulie sounded just like
Faul, both vocally and mu-
zically, and he kept the crowd
alive with his antice. Ha and
the band did the famous
extended version of "Rock-

N-Roll All Nitg,” making the
crowd regeal the chonus,
Appearing as the Space Aca
was Ruby. He, Carics and Paul
synchronized a lot of cool
moves on rockin’ tunes like
“Deuce.” Allthraugh the show,
Rubyy jammed out some burn-
ing Ace Frehley leads on his

* Las Paul, It was Merally smok-

ing [with pyralechnic assis-
tance) when he weni info his
soka after he sung lead vocals
on " Rip It Qut”

Representing the late great
Fox (Eric Carr) was Joey. At
S0me shows he appears as the
Cat (Peter Chris). Jogy has
mastered that solid grooving
Kiss drumming, as evidenced
in ongs like *Dr. Love™ and
“Aocket Ride.” He even sang
“Beth” and handed roses o a
few girls.,

A highlight for the explosive
show was when they had sbout
siv girls come onto the stage
and dance for the tune “Taks it
Off”

Find out more about Kiss
Mation al www. KissNation.
Com

My e-mail: MikeZuteCTW
(@yahoo.com




Geoks can dance. Gesks e boapi. Goaks can
T airound,
Okay, two eut of three aln't bad.
But gechs can also drink, ond the actien figane
companles theew somse major shindlgs for ws.

JAKKS Pacilic (WWF hew Yok in Times
Square] This party was all aboud ane thing: mast.

WWF SHINDIG

Big tubs of ribs, slathered with

Jim *).R." Ress’ barbacus s3ce,

were ploked at by the industry

and WWF superstars Jery “The

King” Lawlor, Al Snow, Terrl [l b

Runnels, Tazz and Kurt Angle.

Free booze and cover band Hik

and the Nies Guys belped roend
out the Introduction of JAKKS'
e W lime.

Vu-Gi-00h! (A7 Restaurant)
The food was great, the bear
was free and we all gat Yu-01-
Oh! T-shirts. This party spared
0o apenso, had Ve-Ghoh! video
gamos sot up and had a thee-
hour epen bar (Yu-Gi Ok
yoah...}. ToyFare stayed wntil
ihey kieked us sut.

Art Asylun (Hard Reck
Cafe) The mest rockinest bash

. e LR
ART ASYLUM BAEI'I

of thi year made up for [ack of beer (the open
bar lasted only an bour) with Kiss Ratlon, an
awesome KiSS tribute band cemplete with
spitting blood. Hot chicks were apbenty, the
place was packed and the Aslum's new Star
Trek lime was blasted on TV screens surmumiding
the bar.

Mloaco |Studs 450, sveeooking the Hudson
River) Bun DMC reparbadly showed op to
cedebrate thelr new figanes and chill amidst the
allnight open bar, trays of meats and cheeses
&nd hip-hop misshe, We wouldn't know since we
passed oul 8t 10 p.m. from tea much 0 Douls,
W Bill Jenson




vl Imussctindlor, yahog, oom

Erlc Singer, aqui junto a Travis Barker, de Blink-182,
tamblén compartira on el avento,

r.-rm-m'm.izqﬂm

KISSNATION, compuesto panluIIn- Z, Joey Cassada,
@l puertorriguenc Carlos Espada y Ruby Rinakso,
amenizara la Kiss Expo en Hard Rock Cafeé.

PRIMERA HORA, sabado 4 de mayo 23 B

KISSNATION con un
horicua en su gesta

CON CASI 30 anos da his-
tora musical, no es pura
casualdad que entre 30 a 50
bandas se dediquen a rendir-
b2 tributo 2 la mundialments
famosa agrupacion da rock
pesada KISS, Y esta noche
an Hard Rock Cahé an al
Viejo San Juan, los amantes
del legendario cuarteto
tendran [a oporunidad de
disfrutar de KISSNATION,
una banda especializada en
esta misica que continGa un
sjército de seguidores alrede-
dor del mundo.

Cancs Espada, nacido en
Ponce pero criado en Nueva
York, ha estado Fgado a KISS
desde los cuatro anos, cuan-
do tuvo la oporiunidad de
observar a la banda oniginal
en |a pantalla chica.

“La prime vez que los vi
lue an un programa de telev-
sitin, Pensé que eran unos
superhéroes, paro mi herma-
no me aclard que se trataba
de una banda de rock”,
relato Espada, guien ademis
ge dedica a dissfiar varias
Eneas de muliecos de Gene
Simmons -a quisn represen-
ta-, Paul Stanley, Aco Frehey
y Peter Crigs, integrantes del
conjunto onginal,

"Mos imvitaron pam partice
par en el segundo KISS
Expo. Es toda una celebra-
cidn de una agrupacidn que
ha estado activa en la misica
por casi 30 afios. Es dificl
para nosotros concantramos
&N una epoca de KISS, ya
que tienan tantas busnas
canciones, pero frataremos
de complacer a todos®,
comento.
Aderrds de Espaca, KISS-

MNATION esta compuesio por
Paulie Z, Jooy Cassaca y
Auby Ringkso,

La Expo so vestird de gala
con la visita de Eric Singer,
actual batensta de KISS,
quien también trabaja con
Alica Cooper.

"Serd |a primera vez qus
visite & Puero Rico y estoy
desanso de ver a las mun-
dialmente famosas mujeres
puariomiquohas, En astos
lipos de reunionas, los fangti-
cos tienen la oporunidad de
vender y comprar articulos
da KISS. Ademds, demues-
tran su Amor por una banda
qua ha tocado generacio-
nes”, manilestd Singer a PRI-
MERA HORA desde Los

El misico confesd que a
paaar de formar parte de
KISS, en un momento dado
ara poseador de una extensa
coleccion de articulos, pano
decidid disponer de éslos

"¥a no tenia aspacio en mi
casa. Tenia tantas cosas, en
especial da la década del 70,
gue fuve que salir de elias.
Conservé articulos mios tales
comia los Instrumentos
Compartiré con les fandticos,
asl que espero qus lleven
todos sus articulos v recorda-
torias para firmarios”, indicd

Los boletos para el evento
estan disponibles en
Discomania de Plaza del
Caribe en Ponce, La Gran
Discoteca del Mayagoez Mall
y Plaza dal Morte an Hatilke

Para miés informacion,
llame al [787) 753-1185,

CARLOS GONFALES
PRIMERA HORA



Tributo a Kiss en
el Hard Rock Cafée

Por José R. Pagin Sinchez
End.jpagan@einuevodia.com

“ uerto Rico Kiss Expo [-Un

tributo a Kiss", el evento

P musical con el que se reco-

nocerd a la afamada agru-

pacidn de rock norteamericana, se llevard

a cabo mafiana, en el Hard Rock Café, con
la banda tribure Kissnation.

Con un espectdculo que se extenderd
por dos horas, el grupo aeoyorquino inter-
pretard los clisicos de Kiss araviados con
los disfraces v maquillajes que caracterizd
a los intérpretes de Drive Me Wild en la
década de los 70 v principios de los B0,

“Ez la primera vez que estamos aqui y
queremos que los faniticos vean lo que
hemos estado haciendo juntos. Verdn un
show muy completo con mis de 20 cancio-
nes", explicd ayer, via telefdnica, el inte-
grante de ascendencia boricua Carlos Es-
pada.

“Naci en Puerto Rico v antes de cumplir
el primer afio me movi a Nueva York”,
afadid el joven, quien representa en la
banda la figura de Gene Simmons.

Kissnation retne también a Paulie Z As,
Ruby Rinekso y Joey Cassata.

Tal es el fanatismo de este grupo por
Kiss, que han lanzado una linea de jugue-
tes ¥ productos alusivos a la banda junto a
la compahia Art Assylum.

Los productos, que incluyen figuras de
aceidn y libros de rillas edmicas, podrian
llegar a la Isla, segin Espada, este verano.

El misico, quien conoce personalmente
d los integrantes de la banda original,
participd recientemente de la promocidn
de Kiss & Make Up, una biografia de Gene
Simmons.

Presente Eric Singer

Cabe destacar que durante la amvldad
de mafiana participard Eric Singer, actual
baterista de Kiss y quien departird con sus
fandticos, Ademas, viajardn desde Estados
Unidos varios coleccionistas para vender
sus articulos.

Los boletos para la presentacidn de Kiss-
nation, quienes permanecerdn en la Isla
por cuatro dias, estdn disponibles en Dis-
comania de Plaza Las Américas y Plaza del
Caribe, en Ponce.

La banda Kissnation se presentard mahana en Hard Rock Calé.







TEZTIMONIALZ

“These guys have the right spirit and the right detail. | flew in from Vegas just for this.” -
Paul Stanley of KISS

“This was great!” - Gene Simmons of KISS

“I haven’t seen many of the current contenders lately, but I'd have to say that
KISSNATION will blow the doors off the house.”
Tommy Thayer of KISS

“KISSNATION is a must-see. The song selection and diversity is impressive, appealing to every generation of KISS
fans. They sound great, look great and dare | say, can energize any audience and leave them begging for more!
What a great group of guys!”

Eric Martin, webmaster of TOMMERTHAYER.COM

“You guys are so great. It really is the best | have every heard.”
STACY E. WALKER, KISS fantasy model

“Kissnation is one of the best tributes around to those made-up, flamboyant hard rockers
from the days when big hair on men was cool.”
The Long Island Ear

“KISSNATION is lots of fun and very entertaining... | like them because they are one of the coolest bands around,
they’re coolness by association and they wear more makeup than | do!”
Joanie Laurer, The former WWF wrestler known as CHYNA

“Let me just say I’'ve seen plenty of Kiss tribute bands and KISSNATION are the new reigning kings. “
Mark Aungst, kisstoybox.com

“...KISSNATION are a very curious prospect,...”
The Village Voice, NYC

“See KISSNATION, because It’s more convincing seeing young guys playing young KISS,
than old KISS playing young KISS”
The Aquarian, NJ

“We watched intently as the band rocked out and spit blood. Fans banged their heads and
lip synched the words to every song...”
Shout Magazine, NYC



